
Topic I与 人 相 逢
   yǔ rén xiāng féng

Meeting people

Act 2 相 识  Acquaintances

1.1 Useful Information 
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A Chinese name consists of two parts: the surname / family name and the first / given name. 
The surname always comes before the first name. For example in the name ‘ 王云(wáng yún) ’,
‘ 王(wáng) ’ is the surname, ‘ 云(yún) ’ is the first name.  Naturally, all Chinese first names 
have meanings that come along with the characters used, such as ‘ 云(yún) ’ meaning ‘cloud ’.

xiāng shí
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1.2 字词 Words & Phrases 

相 识 Acquaintances

1. 嘿                 hēi                      hey

2. 吗                 ma                      particle to indicate a question

3. 哦                 ò                       oh

4. 很好      hěn hǎo           quite well

5. 请问      qǐng wèn           may I…

6. 您                 nín                      you

7. 贵                 guì                      honorable

8. 姓                 xìng           family name

9. 叫                 jiào           to be named

10. 认识      rèn shi           acquaninted with

11. 很                  hěn           quite / very

12. 高兴      gāo xìng             be delight with

13. 也                 yě                      too / also / as well

14. 一样      yī yàng           likewise

15. 王云      wáng yún           a Chinese  girl’s name  
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③请问您贵姓？ 
May I know your (honorable) name, please?

This is a polite and formal manner to ask the name of a person. 您(nín) is a formal way to address 
 你(nǐ), showing respect, but the meaning is the same as with 你(nǐ).

④我姓王，叫王云。 
My family name is Wang and given name is Yun.
This is how you answer the above question. You can also answer simply by 
‘

  我叫 (wǒ jiào)
 王云(given name)’ .

1.3 注释 Notes
①吗 ma
It is an interrogative particle, which is used at the end of an interrogative sentence.

②哦! Oh!
An expression for realization and understanding.

相  识 Acquaintances
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1.5  我的词库  My Vocabulary

The most common surnames used in China are:

相 识 Acquaintances

1．李              lǐ

3．张              zhāng

4．刘              liú

5．陈              chén

6．杨              yáng

7．赵              zhào

8．黄              huáng

2．王              wáng

9．周              zhōu

10．吴             wú

11．徐             xú

12．孙             sūn

13．胡             hú

14. 朱             zhū

15. 高             gāo

Tips
In China, people say ‘ 我(wǒ) 姓(xìng)+（family name）’ to answer the question ‘ May I 
have / know your family name’ as people often ask / give family name first before introducing 
their first names.


